
Flight Debrief - 3-8-2018 - WFPD 
Missing Person Search
Incident Description
At 2038 I received a call from Corporal Chilton with the Wake Forest Police Department. He 
requested assistance in finding a missing person who was evading police officers. I notified 
Chief Early, and he activated Battalion Chief Barrett. 

Chief Barrett responded to the scene at the Sheetz at the intersection of Rogers Rd and 
Franklin Street. I arrived shortly after that. 

LZ1 (landing zone) was established in a safe and secure location in the parking lot. Chief Barrett 
secured the area with fire department scene tape. This marked the first time we have blocked 
off a larger area, and it was beneficial.

Video streaming was initiated to the Battalion 1 vehicle, and Chief Barrett asked the Ladder 1 
crew at Station 1 to monitor the feed as well. This was the first time we have brought in a 
remote team at the Station 1.

Initial information from officers on the scene said the missing was a 15-year-old male wearing 
shorts and a black hoodie. The air temperature on arrival at 39 degrees Fahrenheit. 



The missing person and his friend had evaded police and fled into the woods between the 
Sheetz and the neighboring church. The area contained a creek and greenway paved trail which 
extended throughout our broader search area.

The second individual was located by police before we made our first flight from LZ1.

The search area was a heavily wooded area with water running throughout it. There were 
numerous warm utility hole covers through the entire search area.  Some apparent deer were 
spotted as well.

In the LZ1 location, the area along the greenway between the Sheetz and church was searched 
using FLIR. One target of more significant interest was identified, and an officer drove his 
vehicle down the greenway to investigate.We directed the officer on foot to the target which was 

identified as a 
utility hole access 
point by the 
officer.

The decision was 
unanimously 
made by the fire 
department and 
police department 
team members to 
relocate the LZ 
and continue the 
search. 



LZ2 was established in the parking lot of the nearby  Smith Creek Soccer Center. A search was 
conducted down both sides of the soccer fields in the adjoining heavily wooded areas. 

An unusual target was spotted on FLIR in the woods behind Trentini Avenue.



Officers were directed to the location and asked to turn on their blue lights to identify when they 
were in the correct position on the street.

Officers on foot directed their flashlights towards the drone which made their location apparent. 

They both commented the strobes on the drone were extremely visible from the ground.



The two officers were directed through the woods to the target of interest. They identified it as a 
sewer access structure. 

The search area consisted of flights all the way back to the initial LZ1 area from LZ2, so we 
covered the primary search area a second time.

After a through the search of the area along the soccer fields, Chief Leonard of the WFPD 
requested we search the trails and wooded area behind Heritage High School. We relocated to 
the parking lot behind the high school and established LZ3. 



From LZ3 the greenway trails were flown all the way back to LZ1 and in the opposite direction to 
the nearby neighborhood. No targets were identified for further identification.

At 2230, after nearly 1.5 hours of flight, the unanimous decision was to terminate flight 
operations. The air temperature had dropped to 36 degrees by that time.

What Went Right
After a few moments of initial uncertainty after arrival, the police department and fire department 
personnel worked cooperatively to draft a search plan.

Police department personnel were extremely accommodating, and we all worked as a team to 
accomplish the search.

The video feed was established with the Battalion 1 vehicle and Station 1 Ladder crew.

Flight operations were nominal, and the aircraft performed well.

A comprehensive search was performed, and all parties felt everything that could have been 
done, was.

Unusual targets were identified, and a visual inspection was performed.

Chief Barrett did a great job in scene management.

I feel we did a good job of recognizing deer in the woods and most human-made structures and 
moved on past them in a rapid fashion.

What Could Have Gone Better
The Station 1 team has not received any training at this point on what to look for. As far as I am 
aware they did not provide any feedback to Chief Barrett in the field from whatever they were 
looking at back at Station 1.

I did notice a vehicle leaving the parking lot of the nearby church at LZ1 and subsequently saw 
multiple vehicles in the parking lot. We did not fly over the church area to look for our target, and 
I am uncertain if the police department searched that area.

I could have spent more time adjusting the contrast on the FLIR camera to find the best setting.


